Minutes of Hathern Parish Council meeting held on Monday 1st July, 2024 at 7.30 p.m. in
the Village Hall.
Present:  Councillors Murdoch, Farmer, Clayton, Bennett, Fuller, Smith and Bradley. Mrs. Spencer
                 Clerk, County Councillor B. Newton and 7 members of the public.

Apologies:
                These were received from Borough Councillor Jadedja.
Sub-Committee Formation – Personnel & Salary Review:
                  The three Councillors on this Committee will be Murdoch, Smith and Farmer.
Declarations of interest:
                   Councillor Murdoch declared his interest in the Daisy Bank quote for the fencing
                  and the Chairman’s Allowance.
Police matters:
                  Since the last meeting there has been 2 vehicle crimes, theft of a moped, theft from
                  a motor vehicle, theft – a rural crime, a theft – personal, and an incident of criminal 
                  damage.
To receive any report/comment from District and County Councillors:;
                   Councillor Newton had attended some Beat Surgery’s in the village..
Public Participation:
                    A resident enquired about any progress being made on the closure of the footpath
                  at the weir at Zouch.  This issue is still on-going and we have nothing official to report.
                   R. & M. Services have still not cut back the vegetation at the top of Wide Lane, the clerk
                   to send another letter.
                   The minutes of the last meeting were signed as a true record.
Highways & Footpaths:
                    Councillor Clayton reported that Tunnel Lane was virtually impossible to access due to the                    
                    overgrown vegetation.  There is a large tree going from Golden Square to the allotments
                    that needs cutting back – the clerk to report this to LCC via Councillor Newton.
Allotments:
   Review of signage:
                     This has now been completed.
  Filling of track:
                   We have got another estimate from Simon Edgeley for the track to be filled in
                   to  the bottom of the field.  The new cost is £953.00  It was agreed we would get 
                   two more quotes before any decision is made.
HPC Property/Assets:
  Cemetery/verge cuts
                    We have had a lot of issues with the grass cutting this year.  We have had several
                    meetings with M. & B G Ltd.  Also the bins have not been emptied on a regular
                    basis. We have now got an App so that we can monitor what work is being done,
                   on a daily basis so this should alleviate the many problems we have had.  We are to
                   look at the frequency of mowing at the beginning of the season next year, possibly
                   on a weekly basis – this will be discussed early next year.
Wildlife Group:
                   Councillors Fuller and Clayton have been liaising with the Wildlife Group about 
                   drawing up a Service Level Agreement to decide on the best way to move forward
                   with the group.  We may also consider giving them a donation towards the work 
                   we hope they will do for us.
 Daisy Bank:
  Jubilee Plaque:
                   This has been ordered and should be with us by 20th July.
 Wildlife Group – Daisy Bank Inspection (Cemetery Extension and pathway)
                   This inspection is being caried out by the Wildlife Group.
 MRA Recommendations – Daisy Bank Entrance:
 We have got a quote from MRA for putting down bark at the site entrance, the cost
                 Is £724.20 – we agreed to accept this quote. 
Fencing replacements
We are in the process of getting some quotes for this work.  We have one from
                    Roberts & Lyons and one from MRA so just waiting for a third to make a decision..
 Bench at Daisy Bank;
                    We will be having a site meeting with MRA to decide on the siting of the new
                    bench.
Policy Reviews:
 Financial and Financial Reserves:
                 This has been adapted and it was agreed that it could be adopted and put on the website.
 Communications Policy:
                  This is a new policy we have drawn up.  It is more a guidelines policy and it was agreed
                  it could be adopted and put on the website.
Planning Matters:
   P24/0919/2 – 30 High Meadow single story side and rear extension;
                   We agreed not to comment on this application.
Financial Matters:
Accounts for payment:
                    The following invoices were approved and cheques drawn;
                    B. Hardy                                      Hathern Herald                                   750.00
                    M. Taylor                                     Plaque stand                                        310.00
                    K. Lawson                                   Gardening work                                   600.00
                    MRA                                             Contract work                                      688.14
                    M. & BG                                       Contract work                                      877.02
                    Comm. Heartbeat Trust            Telephone system                               120.00
                    M. & BG                                        Contract work                                     877.02
                   M. Garton                                      Internal audit fee                               123.00
                   Wildlife Group                              Funding                                                350.00
                   Gardening Club                            Big Week activity                                150.00
 Signing of Income and Expenditure Book:
                    The book was signed by the Vice-Chairman and the Responsible Financial Officer. 
Signing of the AGAR forms;
                   These forms were completed by the Chairman and then signed by the Chairman and the 
                   Responsible Financial Officer.
Internet Banki
                  We are very close to getting thus sorted and hopefully cheques will not need to be signed.
Chairman’s Allowance:
                The Vice-Chairman proposed an allowance of £750, this was seconded by Councillor Farmer
               and agreed on unanimously.
Correspondence:
              An application for an additional inscription was approved and also an application for a new 
              Headstone.
             A resident sent an e-mail asking us to consider making Dovecote Street one-way. We have no 
             powers to consider this proposal. We are to inform him that he should Leic. County Council
            with this proposal.
            A resident sent an e-mail regarding having bonfires on the allotment field. The Allotment 
           Chairman is to send around a message to all tenant holders asking them to take due care
          and diligence when having a bonfire.
         We have had correspondence to inform us that CBC having funding for us to spend. The 
        amount is £3885. This has to be spent before 31st May, 2025. 
       We received an anonymous letter about fall posts being put outside 23 and 25 Wide Lane,
       Hathern.
      An e-mail was received from a resident regarding the installation of the bench on Daisy Bank.
      The clerk read out the first paragraph and the Chairman then asked her not to read out any more
      due to the content of the letter he felt it inappropriate to read it out in its entirety.
      Discussions had taken place with other Parish  Councillors and he felt the matter was now closed.
Meeting closed at 8.35 p.m.
  
 
 
 

